General information A–Z
Blood-alcohol content 0.5‰, 0.1‰ for new drivers (provisional driving
licence holders).
Car hire The driver must have been licensed to drive for at least one year.
Minimum age: 20 to 25 years, depending on the company and the type of
vehicle.
Emergency numbers
International emergency call

112

Police

117

Fire

118

Break-down service

140

Ambulance

144

Toxin information

145

Heavy vehicle with a total weight of over 3.5 t have to pay a lump-sum
heavy vehicle charge (PSVA) for each day spent in Switzerland, even if
they are only parked and not driven. The charge is payable on the entire
road network. The rate is 3.25 CHF per day, the minimum sum per payment is 25.– CHF.
> 3.5 t

1 day

1 month

1 year

additional days

vehicle

25.–

58.50

650.–

3.25

Road tunnels, car trains, car ferries. plus some minor roads ar subject of
charges. These are usually private roads in the Alps that are only few
kilometers long and lead to lookout points. The toll can be paid at an automatic toll booth; elsewhere, signs direct the driver to where authorization can be obtained. On some roads the toll is collected in the form of
parking fee on arrival. The day rate is usually between 4 and 10.– CHF.
Seat belts are mandatory for every seat.

Fines The police can collect fines on the spot (traffic violations). Radar
detectors are strictly forbidden (stiff fines and confiscation of the apparatus). If a foreigner breaks a traffic rule, the police can ask for a cash deposit against the official fine that would usually be imposed for the offence in question, no matter what the nature of the cash fine.
Most common fines

CHF

No parking

40.– to 120.–

Failure to observe a traffic light

250.–

Driving under the influence

no fixed fine, licence with
drawn for at least 2 months

Failure to wear a seat belt

60.–

Using a phone with no hands-free set

100.–

Driving without the motorway sticker 100.– and obligation to buy
on motorways and dual carriageways the sticker
Headlights are mandatory 24 h for all vehicles.
It is strictly forbidden to use public parking spaces for any purpose
other than to park vehicles, collect or deposit passengers or load or unload goods. In some places, however the authorities tolerate overnight
stays of one night. For informations, contact the local police station.

For children under 12 years who are smaller than 150 cm, suitable child
restraint systems must be used. The child seat must be approved in accordance with either the ECE-R44/03 or 04, or R129. For children over
12 years or 150 cm seat belts are mandatory.
Speed limits
Km/h

within
towns
and
villages

outside
built-up
areas

dual
carriage
ways

motorways

Car

50

80

100

120

+ trailer, mobile
home

50

80

80

80

Motor-bike

50

80

100

120

Camper > 3.5 t

50

80

100

100

Trailes and mobile homes Trailers, mobile homes and campers can be
temporarily imported without formalities. No inventory is required except
in case of articles of value. Trailers may not be driven in the line furthest
to the left on three-lane motor-ways.
Limits

m

Phoning while driving Only hands-free sets are authorized, although
not recommended (lower attentiveness).

Height

4

Width

2,55

Petrol Lead-free 95 and 98/diesel. Gas stations on the motorways are
open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. (automatic pumps operate at night) some of
them around the clock; elsewhere from 6 or 7 a.m. to 6 or 8 p.m. They
take usually all established credit cards and EC-Direct. 25 liter canisters
of gas may be imported. Natural gas: www.erdgastanken.ch

Length (incl.shaft)

12

Overall length (car + trailer or caravan)

18,75

Right hand traffic.
Road conditions
Phone Call: 163 (chargeable number). SRF 1 (FM frequency along the
motorway)
Road network About 1700km of motorways and dual carriage ways (motorway sticker obligatory), 19 000km of main roads (national and cantonal
roads) and about 52 000km of municipal roads.
Carfree villages: Bettmeralp (VS), Braunwald (GL), Melchsee-Frutt (OW),
Mürren (BE), Riederalp (VS), Rigi-Kaltbad (LU),Saas-Fee (VS), Stoos
(SZ), Wengen (BE), Zermatt (VS).
Road user fees Obligatory motorway sticker on motor-ways and dual
carriage ways. Points of sale: border offices, post offices, service stations, garage and road traffic licensing departments.
< 3.5 t*

CHF

Car, motor-bike, Camper

40.–

Mobile home, trailer

+ 40.–

* valid 14 month (1.12.–31.1. of the following year)

Winter equipment Snow tires are not mandatory, but drivers may be liable if they hinder traffic because they are driving on snow-covered roads
with an improperly equipped vehicle. Snow chains are mandatory on at
least 2 drive wheels on roads signposted with the corresponding signal.
Nützliche Internet Adressen / Adresses internet utiles / Usefull internet sites
Camping Schweiz
Camping Suisse
Camping Switzerland
www.swisscamps.ch
www.tcs.ch/camping
Schweiz Tourismus
Suisse Tourisme
Switzerland Tourism
www.myswitzerland.com

Reiseinfos TCS:
Infos touristiques TCS
Travel informations TCS
www.reisen-tcs.ch
Haustiere: Bundesamt für Veterinär
wesen BVET
Animaux: Office vétérinaire fédéral OVF
Animals: Office vétérinaire fédéral OVF
www.bvet.admin.ch

Einreise/Entrée/Entry
www.bfm.admin.ch

Schweizerische Bundesbahn SBB/
Öffentlicher Verkehr
Chemins de fer fédéraux suisses/
Eidgenössische Zollverwaltung
Transport public
Administration fédérale des douanes Swiss federal railways/Public transport
Swiss Federal Customs Administration www.sbb.ch
www.ezv.admin.ch
Pauschale Schwerverkehrsabgabe (auf allen Strassen)
Redevance forfaitaire sur le trafic des poids lourds (sur toutes les routes)
Heavy vehicle fee (on all the roads)
www.ezv.admin.ch
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